
“Vocational Training and Employment:  

A Key to Independence and Self-Sufficiency” 
 

 

Moderator: John Donvan, Correspondent, ABC News; Co-author of “In a Different Key: The Story of 

Autism”  

John Donvan is an author, speaker and journalist, whose 2016 book, "In A Different Key: The 

Story of Autism," is a New York Times Bestseller.  John serves as host and moderator of the 

"Intelligence Squared U.S." debate series, and reports regularly for ABC News, where he has 

served as Chief White House correspondent, and also held postings in London, Jerusalem, 

Moscow and Amman. John has won four Emmy Awards, several Overseas Press Club Awards 

and two Cine Golden Eagles, and has been honored by the National Association of Black 

Journalists, the Committee of 100 and the Media Action Network for Asian-Americans. His 

2010 profile piece for The Atlantic magazine, “Autism’s First Child,” was a finalist in the 

National Magazine Awards. 

 

Antonio Cisneros, Human Rights Officer, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, UN  

Antonio Cisneros de Alencar is the Gender and Women’s Rights Adviser at the Office of 

the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights’ (OHCHR) Office in New York. 

Prior to this, Mr. Cisneros was a Human Rights Policy Specialist for the United Nations 

Development Group (UNDG) and OHCHR’s Programme Coordinator in Guatemala. Mr. 

Cisneros has worked with the United Nations for over sixteen years, in New York, in 

Geneva, and in the field, assisting countries - mostly in the Americas - in integrating 

international norms and principles into their national plans and programmes. Once a 

Visiting Scholar at Columbia University, Mr. Cisneros regularly collaborates with several 

universities. 

 

Paola Jelonche, Attorney and Founder, TGD Padres (PDD Parents), Argentina 

 During a 20-year career as active corporate legal counsel she has among 

other matters assisted Government agencies in drafting laws and regulations 

on economic and social development and dissabilities matters, such as the 

first decree regulating an autism law in Argentina. Professor and active 

lecturer in universities, local and international forums, and in her community 

particularly on general legal matters and human rights. Member of the 

network TGD PADRES TEA, co-founder the Argentine movement "Hablemos 

de Autismo”, and Visibilia Foundation (for easy reading). She is volunteers as 

children support teacher in local slum areas. 

 

Noah McCourt, Former Candidate for Waconia City Council, MN, and Self-Advocate 

Noah McCourt is a Former City Council candidate in Waconia, Minnesota and currently serves 

on a variety of Policy-making Commissions at the State regional and local levels. Noah's 

diagnosis of Asperger Syndrome enhances his analytical and critical thinking skills, His 

reputation for thinking outside the box and challenging the status quo have made him a force 

to be reckoned with amongst Minnesota Republicans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Maria Wroniszewska, Programme Manager, SYNAPSIS Foundation, Poland 

 Maria has nearly 30 years of experience in advocacy for people with autism in Poland. She 

has played a key role in improving the laws and services for people with ASD in Education 

and Health Services. She is trainer, “parent to parent” consultant, advocacy leader in 

SYNAPSIS Foundation and Federation AUTISM-POLAND. She is also manager of the 

SYNAPSIS Program for employment and social inclusion of adults with ASD. SYNAPSIS is the 

leader organization in autism field in Poland since 1990. Since 2004 Maria is the 

representative of SYNAPSIS in the Autism-Europe Council of Administration. Maria is also 

the mother of 35 years old son with autism who is in need of a high level of support. 

 


